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tion to the result necessary to produce. It is to be
hoped that, with the progress of order and the stability
of the Government, the necessary coercion may be
kept within reasonable and useful limits. But it must
be admitted that M. Stolypine has done much for the
pacification of Russia, and has proved by his acts as well
as by words that mere repression was not his aim. He
has accompanied it with reforms of the greatest im-
portance. He has provided for the peasants a vast extent
of land, with liberal terms and facilities for payment.
He has liberated the Jews from the heaviest of the legal
burdens and persecutions under which they formerly
struggled. He has given the benefits of the common
kw to minions of Old Believers, who were subject to an
intolerable restriction of privileges. These reforms have
convinced the public of the sincerity of this firm man,
who dealt harshly with anarchists of all sorts, but kept
his promises at the same time. His repeated declarations
that the elections would take place and that the Douma
would be convened have inspired confidence, little by
little. It is no longer feared that the obstruction of
the Minister will nullify the good-will and the promises
of th& Czar/*
I have cited the opinion of a great French joum&l
witich is particularly competent to judge of foreign
political matters, to substantiate my own testimony in
favour of the results obtained by M* Stolypine during
the first few months following his appointment as Premier*
Most of the other French newspapers, as well as the
English Press, were equally appreciative of M& efforts*
and for the first time since the commencement of the
revolutionary movement the situation in Russia appeared
to inspire confidence all over Europe.
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